THE 

LIVERPOOL 

TRAGEDY, 

Or^  a  Warnmg  to  Disobedient  Children  and  Co- 
vetous Parents^ 

Part  1st.— Shewing  how  one  Robert  Fulfer/a  wealthy  gra- 
zier, living  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  l|i  L^^icasha'e,  had  three 

,  daughters  aiad  pJie  son  named  John,  hr^  fath^jL-'§  darling,  and  a 

"  very  hopeful  yomh,  whom  heput  apprentice  loaiarnoixs  surge* 
on  in  tae  town,  and  served  his  master  faithtul  till  his  time  was 
out,  and  afterwards  as  journeyman;  for  a  year,  tiil  getting  ac- 
quainted with  a  surgeon's  mate,  who  persuaded  him  logo  to  sea, 
telling  him  he  might  eome  to  pronriolion,_wlilch  so  inspired  his 
mind  tliat  he  went  to  hk  tathe •  and  told  him  h^.  would  go  to  sesy 
and  begs  his  father's  blessing  wbich  he  refused,  t<:ll,ing  him  !3ie 
would  never  have  ois  bl^Sjiiig  nor  the  blessing  of  God,  which  he 
stubbornly  disregarded)  also  i\is  tathei's  t:  r^ats  and  intjm^ 
ties.  ,:  ' 

2d. — How  he  went  a  voyage  to  sea  and  was  in  a  storm^  wh^r© . 
tlie  ship  was  drove  on  a  rooK/ 
3d.- — How  this  }X3ung  jfcan  swan?  to  a  lock,  -^here  l^c.^v^as  . 

^vfivljdays;  and  how 'tl<u.AL)erTi  appeared  to  hioi  sa/-tiig,  ir  he  / 
would  be  his  servant ;~ lit  ul-'uld  brink,..hiui  imrn  that  place, .  ii.utV/ 
finding  wito  it  was,  the  young  mac  iell  oii  bis  kr.ee$  .^jnd  bid  de-'.i  a. 

'  fiance  to  biai;,  sayiug  he  trusted .iq  'G.cd,,  and  v^."oi.tld  sei've  i?o.ne 
tut  him  alone. 

4t^.— How  'he  captam,  ca^i^je  .  whcjx-.  he  ,  vv^iS,: fetch e^.i  iiiaa  :^ 
away  and  sailed  to  feen  trail;  whei-e  ')0:n3^arried.,, , 

5th — How  he  let!  Ins  wife  and  came  to  Liyei  pool,  w;|cre 
found  two  (4"his  s; stern  deau'.and  ilie  other  m'.rrie<J,Iie  iivack;;i.umT  . ,. 
self  known  to  her,  I'^tm^gnrng  (o  his  paVeiUs  tie.j6(v\^:.?c.t-<ii(iA^a^-r;  : ' 
ing  which  they  let  iVira  iiafV^e,  bat.    aIoI,  ijq'al^iBg  ■dui^s^U'  k  n.o.^.^ji'r 
"  they  cat  his  throat  for  his  goid,  po^  iijppping  it  w^s  trjejif  8»:^^r^  I 
the  next  day  finding  it    ai'their  scnViioj^ i :Ui'^'li^r; 
the  mother  stabbed  herselt,  anci 'hfs'sis,ljerj^ilied  rW^^^  i  . 
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The  Liverpool  Tragedy. 


itrOU  tendef  })aretits  thatbas  childfeti  dear, 
M    Be  pleased  to  \valt  awhile  and  76a  shall  hear> 
A  dismal  accident  befell  of  late, 
IWhich  ought  to  bear  an  everlasting  date. 

At  famous  Liverpool  iii  LancasBire^ 
One  Mr.  Robert  Fuller  liv'd  we  hear, 
A  grazier  who-  li v*d  in  a  happy  state^ 
He  being  not  too  poor  nor  yet  too  greati 

He  had  three  daughters  charming  beanty^s  bright* 
And  but  one  son  which  was  his  heart's  deligkt,  .\ 
ifis father  dbated  on  him  and  in  truth, 
was  a  dutiful  and  sober  youth. 

He  bound  him  pre«tice  to  one  Mr.  Brown, 
A  noted  surgeon  who  Iiv*d  in  the  town, 
With  whom  he  staid  the  term  of  seven  yeara, 
And  served  him  faithfully     it  appears. 

And  afterwards  some  time  with  him  did  dwellt 
And  as  a  servant  pleased  his  master  well. 
He  got  acquainted  with  a  surgeon's  mate. 
Who  was  going  a  rayage  up  the  straights. 

He  did  persuade  him  for  to  go  to  sea; 
And  said  in  time  he  might  promoted  be. 
This  so  tnuch  wrought  upori  the  young  man^s  mind* 
That  hei  to  go  with  him  seem*d  much  inclin'd^  '  ^ 

He  Weiit  and  told  his  fasher  his  design, 
Thathe  would  go  to  sea lu  little  time, 
For  I  to  the  East  Indies  now  will  go. 
Therefore  dear  father  do  not  say  me  no. 

To  here  these  words  his  father  was  surpris'd, 
Itsoon  fetched  tears  from  his  aged  ejres, 
Cfiti  you  my  son  said  ke  ftom  me  depart. 


Because  I  plac'd  in  yoa  ray  chief  delight. 
Do  you  my  teuder  care  this  way  requite, 
You  my  consent  to  go  shall  never  h?vV8, 
Twin  bring  me  down  with  sprrow  to  my  grave.' 

Go  wilful  youth  p<^v^^^ps  the  lime  may  come. 
That  you  may  wish  you'd  staid  with  me  at  home^ 
Entail  these  arguments  could  not  prevail. 
He  was  resolv'd  the  raging  main  to  sail 

His  mother  pry'd  I  thought  1  had  a  son. 
Would  be  my  comfort  for  the  time  to  comie. 
Hi-i  sistr  rs  c^y'd  dear  brother  do  not  go. 
And  leave  our  father  thus  opprest  with  woe^ 

His  father  said  my  son  let  reason  rule, 
Take  my  advice  and  do  not  play  the  fool. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  suoden  change, 
Wnat  makes  your  fancy  at  this  time  to  range. 

Why  will  you  go  to  sail  ten>pestuous  seas. 
When  you  may  f^ay  kt  home  With  peace  c^nd  ^ase. 
And  hve  a  happy  tree  retired  :|ife, 
Besides  1  jl  seek  you  out  a  virtuous  wife. 

Father  ail  these  persuasions  are  in  vain, 
I  am  resolved  to  cross  the  raging  raain^ 
Therefore  give  me  your  blessing  e'er  I  go. 
For  ril  be  gone  whether^  you  will  or  no. 

His  feather  cry'd  ^'mcQ  voudoa*t  me  regard, 
God  justly  will  your  wickedness  reward^ 
God's  heavy  ]  udgaien t,wi  11  upon  ypa  ^:omQ, 
For  being  such  a  disotfejii^nt  sor.. 

So  you  mustgo  withofut  what  now  you  crave. 
Mine  nor  God's  bfessihg  vou  wiU  never  have, 
Wiiat  courses  now  i[\;H  stubborn  youth  doth  steeiv 
You  in  the  set^ond  paVt  shall  quickly  hear. 


PAET  IL 


HFi  went  with  speed  unto  the  surgeon's  niate, 
And  with  him  weivt  a  voyage  up  the  straight s 
:uit  wiUi  that  voyage  he  was  not  con.teiu. 
Further  to  go  his  rambling  mind  was  bent. 
He  came  to  Loudon  and  a  ship,  he  found/ 
Which  lay  at  Deptfqrd  for  t lie  Indies  boui';<^' 
He  straightway  ordered  his  matters  so> 
Afi  surgeons  mate  on  board  of  her  t:0  go, 
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Tfeat  very  next  3ay  as  she  set  sail  we  hear^ 
He  sent  a  letter  to  hfs  father  dear. 
Father  he  said  I  am  alive  and  well, 
aut  when  I  shall  return  I  cannot  tell. 

I  ana  OB  board  a  noble  ship  of  fame, 
For  the  East  Indies  bound  the  prince  by  name 
1  will  come  home  when  my  wild  f  rolick*s  run„ 
So  this  is  all  at  present  from  your  son . 

His  aged  father  read  the  letter  straight. 
And  said  my  son  is  gone  in  spite  of  fate. 
All  I  can  do  I'll  act  a  father's  part. 
And  beg  of  God  to  turn  his  stubborn  heart. 

Where  now  his  aged  father  we  will  leave. 
And  twrn  unto  his  son  which  made  him  grieve^ 
Who  then  \^s  sailing  on  the  ocean  wide. 
But  mark  in  what  short  time  di d  him  betidel 

As  by  the  coast  of  Bfazii  they  did  sail, 
Boreas  began  to  blow  a  blustering  gale. 
Dark  misty  clouds  did  veil  the  azure  sky, 
Astoim  will  come  the  sailors  all  did  cry. 

jLoud  thunderclaps  which  did  them'  anKizc, 
And  lightening  flashing  in  their  eyes. 
The  captain  then  with  deep  concern  did  say. 
If  this  storm  holds  v?e  shall  be  cast  a  w^ay. 

He  scarce  had  spoken  these  words  but  on  a  roe' 
The  siiip  was  drove  with  such  a  migh  ty  shock. 
She  stuck  so  fastshecould  not  get  away, 
So  th«y  awhilein. sorrow  wasforc'd  to  stay. 

The  captain  said  iet's  beg  of  God  that  IVe, 
May  f^m  this  dreadful  danger  set  us  fre^, 
Mextietali  hands  help  to  heave  out  ti  e  boat;. 
That  o*er  the  foaming  bliro Vi's  we  may  float. 

1^  gave  command  iWthrrig  as  soon  was  done. 
And oveFboard^'ith speed  the  boat  was  slung,.  - 
l^mh  mm  to  save  his  ivfe got  in  with  speed,  , 
Until  ttm  boat  w^l  hold  do  more  indeed. 

The  boBti-t  wgsso  fvU  it  could  not  »wim,- 
So  some  war,  fcrc'd  io  get  out  ij^f^iiii.;. 
The  surgeon' s  mate  tiiVg-razier*s  stubborn  son,. 
■As  fortune  ordered .^-iiucQd  to  be  one. 

>That       r^^ge^oiii  of  the  boat  to  go, 
sack  to  theship^ith  heart o[)pT€Kt  >vith  woe. 
Psfteen  poor  swuis  behind  them  they  did  leave, 
Whose  piercing  cries  a  stony  Iheart  woukl  grieve: 

Th^  captain  said  my  boat  will  bold  no  more^ 
But  iiit  please  God  I  live  to  get  on  shore, 
And  ^ou  remain  alive  in  this  bad  tase,. 
WJ  ac^Vy  co^  mA  fetch  you  ixQm  $bis  glac^ 
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PAiir  ill 

f  W^HE  poor  distressed  men  in  great  despair^  " 
.JL  Unto  the  Lord  did  make  their  humble  prayer, 
Expectingevery  minute  for  to  be,  '  " 
Sunk  to  the  bottona  ofrhe  ragiiig  sea. 

The  grazier's  son  said  here  i  will  not  staVj 
But  thro'  the  foamjng  billows  swam  away, ' 
1  can  swim  well  the  seas  does  calm  c.ppear, 
^d^are  you  well  my  brother  sailors  dcrT. 

He  overboard  did  jiimp  before  t  hem  al  i  ^ 
Which  made  hisshipniaiesatici?' him  to  caii. 
You  si'lly  man  you  cannot  get  ashore;, 
I  fear  that  we  shall  never  see  yon  ixiore. 

Thus  he  swam  a  ioiig  day  till  almo,st  night ^ 
When  his  poor  wearied  li^mbs  were  ^'ed quite;, 
B II t  fortlin  e  u li to  h i  m  dr d  p  r  o  v  e  s o  k  i  n  d ,  . 
That  he  by  chance  a  mighty  rock  did  find. 

This  rock  was  rugged  high  and  very  steep. 
He  with  much  ti  ouble  up  the  same  did  creep,. 
And  looked  vouikI  no  l^nd  he  could  behold. 
He  cried  my  sorrows  now  are  manifold. 

My  Other's  words  into  my  mind  does  come. 
TUat  1  should  wish  i'd  stt^id  wii  h  him  at  home;, 
Alas  I  find  it's  true  what  he  has  said, 
But  now  my  ciisobedienceis  repaid. 

He  likewise  loid  me  if  I  e^r^r  did  slight, 
Ilis  carefid  council  God  wouid  me  rc>quite^ 
He  told  me  tko'  a  blessing  I  did  cr^ve. 
His  nor  God's  bless'iiv^  1  should  never  have. 

Which  now  does  add  onto  my  bitter  smarf, 
I'hese  words  alone  doe;-:  e^t  nie  to  tlic*  iieart,, 
He  Rat  him  doN;.m  ;ukUo  hiiuscll  did  crv, 
''.^Lord  without  thy  help  !  siary^-  :niddre. 


PART  IV, 


K  thus  lomcsiiyig  spent  llie  teiiious  ni^;ht, 
Un^il       morn  as  soon  as  it  \v:is  !ii:rht^ 
He  went  and  setirched  tiiismiglity  rock  ail  round, 
Therefor  his  food  a  few  small lisli  he  found. 

Sat:m  the  grand  dseeiver  of  mc'inkind. 
Did  colTic  to  tempt  this  yaiiii^  man  as  \vt  fiiid^ 
,  Thuiking  oil  any  f^iWi  he  would  damply, 


'So  too  advantage  ot  his  misery, .  , 


As  this  young  man  was  lookiog  out  to  sea, 
There  at  a  dist.>iice  from  him  si*em*d  to  be, 
A  m  in  a  rowing  to  iiiiTi  in  a  boat. 
Which  o'er  the  rolling  waves ^^lid  swiftly  fioat. 

This  young  man  ilionght  be*d  been  a  friend  at  first. 
But  afterwards  he  lear'd  twas  something  werse, 
FoT  if  a  wild  man  eater  it  should  be, 
He  first  will  kill  and  then  dev®ur  ine.  , 

Tiie  yoiuif?;  man  soon  was  freed  from  that  fbar, 
For  Satan  like  a  sailor  did  appear, 
And  when  he  came  unto  the  rock  did  say, 
Youugman  wkat  have  you  here  been  cast  away. 

The  young  man  all  his  bad  misfortunes  told. 
And  as  the  same  to  him  he  di<4  unfpl^. 
Three  drops  of  blood  down  trom  his  nose  di4  fall^ 
Which  made  him  think  he  was  no,  frio^nd  at  all. 

To  see  this  sight  this  yoiiiig  man  did  surprise. 
And  many  fancies  in  his  mind  did  rise, 
He  nothing  said  but  when  be  had  made  an  end. 
He  said  I  hope  sir  now  youil  stand  my  friend. 

The iDevil  straitway  sf^icl  young  man  jf  you, 
WiJl  be  my  constant  servant  just  and  true. 
And  will  reciign  yourself  up  uHto  me, 
I  from  this  wretched  place  will  set  you  free. 

The  young  na^>rj  soon  found  who  was  with  hiiQtl^e.0j 
And  said  you  grand  deceiver  of  ail  meii, 

0  get  you  gone  your  flartery  forbear,  ' 
W^^t  did  you  t^liink  my  soul  for  to  ensnare*^ 

1      your  base  temptations  do  despise^ 
Thou  subtiJ  fiend  thou  lather  of  all  lies, 

1  w!^  resign  myself  to  God  cilone. 
Therefore  you  vile  deceiver  qaick  begone* 

Boid  Satan  ti^^en  did  straightwi?y  disappear. 
And  left  the  young  ra^n  trembliDg  with  fear^ 
Where  now  awhile  we*ll  leave  him  to  Goanplain, 
And  turn  unto  his  shiptr.at^s  <?nc^:again. 

yhe  captain  in  tlie  boat. got  safe  on  shore. 
And  soon  returned  back  to  the  ship  crnje  ruord. 
Where  out  of  fi/ieen  nine  was  lefLalive 
The  captain  did  their  droippiag  hearts  revive. 

Where  is  the. rest  of  you  the  captain  saTd> 
Alas  with  cold  and  hanger  they  axe  dead. 
All  b«t  the  surgeon's  mate  he  would  not  stay. 
And  overbofird  did  jump  apd  ywam  away* 

I'liecapUiiUj^aid  1  hope  my  dreiani?  are  right, 
That  he  wm  dn  a  rocjk  1  dreamt  last  night. 
So  man  the  boat  for  I  th&  rook  dO  khow> 
Ti>  sii^  kis  life  I  thitker  mvf  will  go^ 
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The  boat  u^as  mannM  and  t®  the  rock  they  eamb, 
X\4)ere  to  their  joy  he  did  silive  remain. 
They  took  him  in  the  boat  and  came  away. 
Which  proved  unto  jiim  a  h^ip^Dy  d:\y. 


I  HEIR  ship  from  off^ the  vor]-  they  sooa  did  get^ 
-  And  took  great  pairiS  n  i  wed  repairiiig 
7'hew  for  Rengail  in  Ina  r,  ;.ey  !iJ  sail, 
And  soon  arrived  with  a  pios'>erous  -^-de. 

The  surgeon's  male  soi  u  g 01  b!n  (here  s  w^hy 
And  ten  years  lived  a  Very  [uippy  hTe^ - 
Six  children  had  likewise  a  good  estate. 
But  he  was  born  to  be  unlorinijot.^. 

Abomt  his  parents  he  w^js  rroub)ed  so, 
That  back  again  to  Engia^id  hq  did  go. 
He  left  his  wife  and  children  as  tis  toM^ 
And  with  him  took  a  thousand  pounds  in  gold. 

Two  of  his  sisters  in  that  time  was  dead. 
The  other  to  a  slazie-r  married, 
He  cali'd  there  hrst  slie  was  o'er  joy 'd  to  see^ 
That  her  dear  brother  yet  alive  should  be. 

How  does  my  parents  dothea  he  did  say, 
She  said  they ^re  well  I  saw  them  yesterday, 
For  thev^^so  covetous  are  gro^n  ot  Jatp, 
Tiiey  scarce  allow  themselves  kiod  lit., to  eat. 

This  night  Ml  go  and  lodge  there  he  did  say. 
But  tlrey  shan't  know  me  till  you  come  nexl  day, 
liAitohis  Tather's  house  he  then  ^iid  go, 
And  asked  if  he  coujd  a  lodging  IVave  or  no. 

They  answered  yes  and  bid  iiim  straight  come  in^, 
But  now  alas  his  sorrows  did  begin. 
Has  fiither  said  young  mari  I  tell  you  true, 
1  had  a  son  was  vei  y  rruieH  like  yon.  i 

But  he's  been  gone  from  me  these  fourteen  years^, 
The  which  has  caused  many  bitter  tears,  ^ 
The  young  man  scarce  f  rom  weeping  could  refrain/ 
To  hear  his  aged  father  thus  complain. 

A  purse  of  gold  he  to  his  mother  gave, 
saying  till  to  morrow  keep  it  for  my  sake. 
She  said . I  will  he  straightway  went  tobed^ 
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Te  mfifder  her  own  sort  the  gold  to  have"/ 
For  that  was  all  she  m'  this  world  did  crave,  • 
Husband  said  she  when  lie  is  dead  and  g&hep 
Then  all  the  gold  v/ill  surely  be  our  own* 

To  murder  the  young  n^an  they  both  dkl  go> 
But  that  he  was  their  smi  they  -  did  not  Know^ 
They  found  him  fast  asleep  void  of  all  care> 
They  quickly  cut  bis  tbroat  frona  ear  to  ear. 

JHis  sister  came  next  day  saying  father  dear;» 
©Id  there  not  corr.e  last  night  a  sailor  here, 
JBeanswer'd  no  she  said  tbere  did  indeed^ 
Alas  we  have  made  our  only  son  tobleed. 

He  straightway  then  took  tip  the  blo<jfl[y  knifed 
And  tnsianlly  departed  his  wretched  life. 
His  wife  slieset  a  little  while  below. 
At  last  up  stairs  did  to  her  husband  go. 

Where  to  her  grief  she  see  hinn  bleeding 
iBhe  said  alas  I've  caused  you  to  die. 
All  by  my  means  for  the  sake  of  cursed  i^oid> 
My  child  and  husband  dead4  do  behold. 

Now  will  I  make  up  the  number  ^bree. 
How  can  I  live  such  a  sad  sight  ta.^ee,  ' 
saying  world  farewell  gold  from  yoa  i  must  part,] 
iSo  run  the  knife  unto  her  cruel  heart. 

The^ daughter  wondering  at  theii  long  delay,  |  ^ 
Did  go  up  stairs  to  see  wViat  made  them  stay. 
When  this  dreadful  sight  she  did  behold. 
Her  mother  bleeding  all  the  story  told. 

Then  did  her  daughter  weep  and  went  her  way. 
And  raving  mad  died  the  next  day, 
-Let  children  all  from  disobecKence  fieej 
An^  parents  not  too  covetous  to  be. 


FINIS. 


J.  Pitts,  Priiuert 


